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FORMING AN IDEA + WRITERS BLOCK 

Stop worrying you’ll look dumb. Buck up and be brave. Try a post idea that 
you’ve been scared to tackle. 
 
Ask a question. Is there a climate issue that you’re undecided about? Discuss your 
mixed feelings. 
 
Talk to a friend. That’s right — use your lifeline, just like on the reality TV shows. 
Jawing about a problem usually helps ideas bubble up. 
 
Do an interview. Do you have a favorite thinker in your space? Get in touch. 
You’ll be surprised how many authors and thought leaders are game for a quick 
Q&A. 
 
Talk about your mistakes. Folks love to hear about how other people screwed up. 
Be honest and talk about what you learned. 
 
Talk about a conference you’ve attended.  Try and fish out the main focus of the 
conference. What are people talking about this year? How does the conference 
illustrate the direction your field is taking? 
 
Think tabloid. Form ideas as tabloid as possible. This will help form a story worth 
telling. You can always tone it down later. 
 
Get a critique. Find a mentor. Have them look over your blog and point out what’s 
missing. 
 
Scan conference schedules. The list of session topics offers a quick guide to your 
audience’s hot-button issues. 
 
Review the past. How has your field changed in the past 5 years? 10 years? Look 
for milestones for reflection. 
 
Hit a networking event. As you chat people up, mention your blog. Ask what they 
like to read about. 
 
Do a book/article review. Tell readers if the hot new book/article in your niche is 
insightful or inane. 
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 Writers block? 
 
Write something else. Anything. Like, a letter to your mom. A wish list for Santa. 
Anything that gets you into a completely different mental space. Return to your 
blog once the writing wheels are turning. 
 
Change your view. Go to the park, a (different) coffee shop, a museum, your 
backyard deck. Leave your usual writing cave. 
 
Take the one-hour challenge. You must find a post idea in the next hour. Go 
downtown, stick your head in shops, chat people up. 
 

 
Some ideas about structure 
 
Write your headline first. Include a compelling reason why anyone should read 
your content. 
 
Then write your subheads. These will help structure your post. 
Don’t forget captions. People are more likely to read your captions than your copy, 
so don’t miss this opportunity to communicate! 
 
Delight with your opening paragraph. Remember, your opening paragraph has to 
draw your readers into your story. Each sentence has to make them want to read the 
next. 
 
Energize with your closing paragraph. Make sure you write a few kick-ass lines 
that inspire your readers to take action or change their beliefs. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This info sheet was adapted from Carol Tice and Henneke at www.copyblogger.com along with 
discussion from ClimateSnack writing group meetings and seminars 


